its strength; to render the body languid and consequently obnoxious to the effectual attacks of morbific agents; to convert life, in fact, into a continuous fever and a never ceasing struggle !! All diseases, to which the human race is liable, may become developed in men devoted to extreme intellectual labour. The elements forming their constitution, nay, their very thoughts, contain within them the germ and principle of a multitude of diseases, irritability, the great characteristic of deep thinkers, being the grand element which predisposes to inflammatory and nervous disorders. However, as every temperament has a particular tendency to some particular order of diseases, it is also observed in the case of studious and deep-thinking men, that some pathological affections are more frequent in them than others. Thus the delicate frame of Kirke White, who gave such extraordinary promise of great poetical genius, was doomed to become an early victim to pulmonary phthisis, the progress of which, though the seeds were probably laid at an early period of existence, was no doubt accelerated by the ardour and enthusiasm with which he prosecuted his favourite studies. " 'Twas his own genius gave the final blow, And help'd to plant the wound that laid him low."
We fancy wc hear some laborious and enthusiastic student, whose declining health, induced by incessant study, has already awakened the alarms of his anxious friends, reply to their fond remonstrances, when dissuading-him from his destructive course, in the indignant language of the Having-thus introduced the subject of our author's work to the notice of our readers, we shall proceed to give an analysis of its contents.
The object of the author, in the first part of his work, seems to be to reduce every thing, no matter how refined in intellectuality, to The action of the nerves has for its results sensibility ; that is, an aptitude to receive impressions, whether from the external world, or from the organism itself. These impressions, transmitted to the individual, to self, become perceptions, intellectual and moral acts; and these acts, in their turn, manifest themselves externally by a re-action of the nervous centre on the periphery. Thus, on the one band, we have impression, transmission, action; that is, an intelligence which knows, a will which determines, and a power which acts : such is the fundamental law of sensibility, considered in its greatest possible extent. And thus our author will have it, that this property of living beings is not a mere passive property, a mere receptivity, according to the doctrine of Kant and his followers, but that there exists a proper and palpable activity of the nervous system taken as a whole. This system, then, being the material and indispensable condition of the modifications of thought and feeling, the measure of its perfection will be the measure of the intellectual faculties in the scale of beings.
It is, our author observes, to this system that man owes his superiority. The study of the nervous system considered from one animal to another, presents immense differences, both in an organic and mental point of view. Nor is it in the different classes of animals only these differences are remarked, but also in individuals of the human species. Thence Very remarkable effects oftentimes result from the excitations and these extreme and continual variations of sensibility. The one is a complete exhaustion of this property, a total prostration of the physical and moral powers; whilst the other, and one which is much more common, is that the nerves acquire so great an excitability, that the slightest stimulus will occasion a nervous action totally disproportioned to its cause. The consequence of this is, that the intensity of the sensation will depend less on the intensity of the cause, than on the disposition of the individual. This singularity of the circulation, joined to diminished contractile of the heart and vessels, and consequent diminution of the velocity of the blood even from its very outset, produces another phenomenon which must not be overlooked, and that is, the unequal distribution of this fluid. The head, abdomen, and principal viscera, are sometimes in a state of plethora, whilst the blood cannot reach the surface and extremities without difficulty. Pro- jected with but little force by the heart, circulating slowly, either from want of energy in the vis a tergo, Or defect of tonicity in the capillary vessels, the blood seldom tarries on the exterior of the body. Thence The man of genius lives and dies, tormented with the inability to reproduce ?the type of ideal perfection which he feels. Eternally confined and restricted by material possibilities, he is worried and worn out in his fruitless efforts to attain them. He desires to bathe in the waves of celestial light, but he sees these waves for ever retiring from him. So that in the arts of the imagination the most difficult point is not to think or to invent, but to embody those thoughts, so as that they may strike and captivate. Still organic sensibility is the prime basis of genius and talent, as it is there we must seek for the first element of sentiment and inspiration. From this sensibility that electric spark is given off, which arouses and inflames the ideas, thoughts, and passions. " Those germs of eloquence which reside and ferment in the bottom of the soul, and afterwards dart forth in such rapid flashes; that powerful, enrapturing eloquence, which electrifies from heart to heart the inert crowd, and raises it, as Jupiter raised the gods, those thoughts of fire, those animated words, which heat the imagination and subdue the understanding, are, after all, but the impetuous and ardent movements of a privileged and strongly stimulated sensibility."
Thus the action of the nervous apparatus is constantly represented to our 
